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Great changes had taken place in Chinese society in the Middle and Late Ming 
Dynasty. These changes not only happened in the economic and social spheres, but 
also in the field of thought. As the important part of the changes in thought, people's 
value had also had the corresponding transformation. A lot of researches on this iusse 
have been made. This paper focuses on the viewpoints of Yi（义）and Li（利）of Wang 
Yang-ming, Gao Gong and Li Zhi, and discusses the main changes of the viewpoints 
of Yi and Li in the Middle and Late Ming Dynasty. In addition, We make an attempt to 
expound the relationship between the social economic changes and the main changes 
of values. 
The viewpoint of Yi and Li is an important part of philosophy of Wang 
Yang-ming, who is a philosopher. The development of Wang Yang-ming’s philosophy 
has a big impact on the concept of Yi and Li. The doctrine of the innate knowledge（良
知学说）is closely linked with the concept of Yi and Li to Wang Yang-ming. Gao Gong 
is a statesman and scholar of Chinese traditional society. The viewpoint of Yi and Li of 
Gao Gong mainly displays in two aspects. On the one hand, he emphasizes Yi of the 
Emperor and the Minister. On the other hand, he emphasizes the importance of 
finances. Li Zhi is both a confucianist and heresy. His viewpoint of Yi and Li mainly 
displays in two aspects, too. He puts a high value on friendship and admits the 
legitimacy of Li. In fact, individual and objectivity is the principle of thought of Li 
Zhi. 
In conclusion, this paper gives a brief summary of the dissertation. Firstly, Yi 
changes from internal to external. Secondly, Li becomes more and more important. 
Thirdly, the core point of view has not changed much, but we can see some signs of 
change in the focus of discussion, talking objects, views on the relationships among 
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